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PROPOSITION  III.

THE EXISTENCE OF GOD is PROVED BY THE PACT THAT WE, WHO
POSSESS THIS IDEA, OURSELVES EXIST.

Demonstration.

If I had the power of conserving my own existence, I should
have had a proportionately greater power of giving myself the
perfections that I lack (Axx. VIII and IX); for they are only
attributes of substance, whereas I am a substance. But I do not
have the power of giving myself these perfections; otherwise I should
already possess them (Ax. VII). Therefore I do not have the power
of conserving myself.

Further, I cannot exist without being conserved, whilst I exist,
either by myself, if I have that power, or by some other one who
has that power (Axx. I and II); yet, though I do exist, I have not
the power of conserving myself, as has just been proved. Con-
sequently it is another being that conserves my existence.

Besides, He to whom my conservation is due contains within
Himself formally or eminently everything that is in me (Ax. IV).
But there exists in me the perception of many perfections that I do
not possess, as well as of the idea of God (Deff. II and VIII).
Therefore the perception of the same perfections exists in Him by
whom I am conserved.

Finally this same Being cannot possess the perception of any
perfections of which He is lacking, or which He does not possess
within Himself either formally or eminently (Ax. VII). For, since
He has the power of conserving me, as has been already said, He
would have the power of bestowing these upon Himself, if He lacked
them (Axx. VIII and IX). But He possesses the perception of all
those that I lack, and which I conceive can exist in God alone, as
has been lately proved. Therefore He possesses those formally or
eminently within Himself, and hence is God.

COROLLARY.

GOD   HAS   CREATED   THE  HEAVEN   AND   THE   EARTH   AND   ALL   THAT

IN THEM is.   MOREOVER HE CAN BRING TO PASS WHATEVER
WE CLEARLY CONCEIVE, EXACTLY AS WE CONCEIVE IT.

Demonstration.

This all follows clearly from the previous proposition. For in it
we prove that God exists, from the fact that some one must exist in
whom are formally or eminently all the perfections of which we